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  Samuel Milton Nabrit was born in Macon, Georgia, on February 21, 1955.  Samuel’s father was a  
Baptist Minister, and his mother was a school teacher. He was valedictorian of his high school class and 
after graduating from Morehouse College with a bachelor’s degree in Science in 1925, he began teaching 
at Morehouse. He married in 1927. While teaching, Samuel continued his education, earning a master’s  
degree from the University of Chicago. Morehouse College president John Hope, a Brown alumnus,  
encouraged Samuel to apply to Brown's doctoral program in biology. Samuel’s application 
was initially denied due to concerns about racial tensions. President Hope made a call to 

Brown President William Faunce on Samuel’s behalf and he was admitted.  Samuel completed his PhD from 
Brown University - the first black person to earn a PhD in Biology. He was a member of Sigma Pi Phi fraternity.  
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