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 William T. Shorey was born on July 13, 1859, in the Caribbean Island of Barbados. As a boy,  

William saw little opportunity in his homeland and did not want to follow in his father’s footsteps as 
a sugarcane farmer.  At the age of 17, he boarded a ship bound for Boston. During his first trip, 
William quickly learned the dangers of whaling after a whale attacked the vessel, smashing into the 
sides of the ship. When he arrived in Boston, he immediately, began working as an apprentice  
whaler. In 1880, William sailed from the East Coast, around the Cape of Good Hope, and eventually 
to San Francisco aboard the whaler “Emma Harriman”. In 1884, William made his home in  
California and married Julia Shelton, a newspaper publisher from a prominent black family. The  

following year, William received his official Master’s License, allowing him to command any size water vessel, 
anywhere in the world. Most of his voyages were based out of San Francisco, which by 1900 was the foremost 
international trading hub on the North American West Coast, importing and exporting over 
six million tons of goods. His ships were comprised of multi-racial crews.   
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