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 Eunice Roberta Hunton Carter was born July 16, 1899, in Atlanta, Georgia. Her parents, William and Addie, 

were well known educators and activists. Her father was a founding member of the black division of the Y.M.C.A. and 
nearly single-handedly integrated the nation’s YMCAs in the Jim Crow South and was one of the first top Black  
administrators of the international YMCA.  Her mother was active in the NAACP and was one of two women  
selected to check on the condition of black servicemen serving during WWI in France. In 1906, her father moved his 
family to New York to flee the Atlanta Race Riot.  
 

Eunice received a bachelor’s and a master’s degree in Social Work from Smith College. She was only the second woman in the school’s  
history to receive both a bachelor’s and master’s degree in four years. She married Lyle Carter, one of the first black dentists in New York in 
1924, and together they had a son. While working as a Social Worker, she attended Fordham University studying Law. In 1932, she became 
the first black woman to receive a law degree from Fordham University. In 1933, Eunice became the first black woman to pass the New York 
Bar. In recognition of her accomplishment, Smith college awarded her an honorary Doctorate in law in 1938.  
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