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ames “Jack” Wormley Joneé"’”’

(September 22, 1884 — December 11, 1958)
“First African-American FBI Special Agent”

James “Jack” Wormley Jones was born September 22, 1884 on Fort Monroe military base in
Hampton, Virginia. His father, John Bradford Jones, a former slave, was the Ilghthouse keeper for Old Point

Comfort Light lighthouse located on the base. His mother, Sally Jones

was also a freed slave. In the mid 1890’s, his family moved from =

Virginia to Cambridge, Massachusetts where he spent his teenage years. He :

returned to Virginia in 1902 to attend Norfolk Mission College in Norfolk, =

Virginia. He also attended Virginia Union University but did not complete a* —4 I

degree according to his FBI application. After school he started working for RS v mmesh ﬁ
the Washington Metropolitan Police Department of Washington D.C., rising itttk
through the ranks from patrolman, horseman, and motorcycle policeman, before becoming a detective. During

this time, he married his wife, Ethel, and they had three children.

When the United States entered World War | in 1917, James joined the US Army. After

training in the segregated Officers Training School at Fort Des Moines, he was

commissioned as captain and was assigned to Company F in the 368th Infantry Regiment,

92nd “Buffalo Soldiers” Infantry Division. The 92nd Infantry Division was the only African

American infantry division to see combat in Europe during World War Il. James was sent to

France where he saw combat action close to the Belgium and German borders. His leadership

and fearlessness during battle was praised by his division commander and led him to become an
instructor of the 92nd Division School of Specialists where he was promoted to senior instructor. After World
War l ended in 1919, James returned to his job as a police officer in Washington, D.C.
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Applcazon for Appomtm ent 1o o Position o fSpcc\ lAg ent of

et of Justin 1On November 19, 1919, James applied for a position as a Special Agent with the
= Department of Justice. He was hired by then director A. Bruce Bieluski, but soon
after the start of his employment, the agency changed their name to Federal

-pBureau of Investigation (FBI) and was headed by the newly the appointed director, J.
<« Edgar Hoover.

“Hames “Agent 800” Wormley Jones was the first black man to be hired as an FBI

Special Agent and his assignments were all undercover, working and infiltrating

I fradical” black organizations. His first assignment came in 1921 when he
Jinfiltrated the African Blood Brotherhood - a black liberation group out of New York.

~fDuring this same time he was assigned to infiltrate Marcus Garvey’s

St e e Universal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA). There, he became a secretary
»lho‘k*'-‘*“r“”‘“"‘m

oot with some role in keeping the books in Garvey’s organization. His investigative

efforts led to the January 1922 arrest of Marcus Garvey for mail fraud. JONES — Of 1106 Prermont Ave
In April 1923 James Wormley Jones abruptly resigned from the FBI at the age of 39. He [, i Thursdae D

went to work at the Pittsburgh Police Department as a detective until his retirement in 1958, 127 hishand of Ethel Peters Jones

his 75th vear: father of Mrs

. . . Mildred F'ﬂ".an““ John B '4"’1
On December 11, 1958 James “Jack” Wormley Jones died in Dormont, Pennsylvania at Amor W Joies. witc 4 granghi
the age of 74. He left behind his wife, children, grandchildren, and one great-grand | Auahiin’ Funera) Home, 3310
child. According to the FBI, there are no known photos of James available to the public u biderty, ne. B0, Wiy Whire sery

although a photo of a different James W. Jones is being circulated on the internet. 15.at 2 p. m, Visiiations 24 and
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