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   Dr. Alexander Thomas Augusta was born March 8, 1825 in Norfolk, Virginia to free parents.  

Later, his parents moved to Baltimore, Maryland where he worked in a barbershop while studying. At 
an early age, he showed an interest in medicine. Although discrimination kept Alexander from  
attending the University of Pennsylvania, a local professor began teaching him privately.  
 

In 1847, at the age of 22, Alexander married Mary O. Burgoin. In 1850, the couple moved to Toronto where 
Alexander was accepted into the Medical College at the University of Toronto. In 1855, he opened a Drug 
Store in Toronto offering medicines and other medical services. He received his M.B. (Bachelor of Medicine) 
degree in 1856 and was later appointed head of the Toronto City Hospital. 
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