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   Barbara Hillary was born June 12, 1931 in Manhattan, New York. Barbara’s father died 

when she was just two years old and his death created a financial hardship for her mother. 
Although her mother worked long hours cleaning homes, she always made time to read to 
Barbara and emphasized the importance of education. Barbara attended New School, a  

private research university where she studied Gerontology - the study of social, cultural, psychological and biological  
aspects of aging. Barbara earned both a bachelor’s and a master’s degree. She used her education in Gerontology to  
establish a career in nursing, focusing on staff training on aging and care service systems in nursing homes and facilities.  
 

In her mid 20’s, Barbara was diagnosed with breast cancer. 

 

The Clerk’s Black History Series 

Barbara Hillary 
(June 12, 1931 - November 23, 2019)  


