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On December 1, 1963, at Speedway Park in Jacksonville, Florida, driving a baby blue #34 Chevrolet Bel Air, Wendell 
Scott won his first Grand National event - the first ever won by an African-American.   
 

Unfortunately, Wendell was not announced as the winner at the time. The second-place 
driver was initially declared the winner, but race officials discovered two hours later that 
Wendell had not only won, but was two laps in front of the rest of the field, in the 100-lap 
event.  By the time they corrected the error, the crowd was gone as well as the trophy. 
Wendell left with only the winning check of $1000.  

 

Wendell Scott competed in 495 Grand National races, 
with 147 top -10 finishes before he retired in 1973 after 
an accident in Talladega, Alabama. He continued  
working on race cars until his death on December 23, 1990.  
 

In 2010, Wendell’s family finally received the 1963 Grand 
National trophy he had earned 47 years earlier.  
Twenty years after his death.  
 

Wendell Oliver Scott was Inducted into the NASCAR Hall 
of Fame on January 30, 2015.  
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