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Lelia lost her position as mayor in 1989 but was reelected in 2000. After an 
unsuccessful bid for the House or Representatives that same year, Lelia Foley
-Davis retired from politics but continued to advocate for the citizens of Taft.  
 

At the age of 77, her current project is creating a memorial in the small field 
that sat adjacent to the former institution for special needs children - where 
many of the orphaned children who died there are buried in unmarked graves.  
 

She hopes to one day be included in the Smithsonian National Museum of  
African American History and Culture as a trailblazer for Black Women Mayors.  
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